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BLOCKCHAIN FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Digital Governance Framework In Areas Related

To Peace, Twin And Just Transition:
BIODIVERSITY AND CRITICAL MINERALS.

Program; Hybrid meeting in English and French from Cotonou.
the registration link: https://lu.ma/qgxnr6iy4

09:00 (West African Time) 10:00 (CET)
Welcome by the Dunia Bora Foundation Director, Mr Bienfait Dunia Ombeni .

The meeting is faciitated by the Director of the Africa Blockchain Institute, Mr Kayode Barbarinde.

Address by a High Representative of Burundi on behalf of the Presidency of the African Union 2026
(the name will be communicated shortly).

Biodiversity and minerals are linked together by the disparity between the economic return provided
in connection to the extraction of critical minerals, despite the environmental and social harms that
result from the process, and the lack of remuneration attached to safequarding the biodiversity
resources that are often put at risk during extraction, processing, transportation or disposal of critical
minerals. In addition to each roundtable’s specific individual focus, this meeting seeks to bring
attention to the inter-relationship between the stewardship of the environment and society through
the critical mineral supply chains and the viability of the bioeconomy.

By combining the strengths of the sustainable development actors with Web3 (decentralization,
transparency, ownership) and Al (data analysis, automation, predictive intelligence), we can create
innovative solutions to change the game and scale up in order to achieve the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa.

In this context, it is imperative that African strategies do not limit themselves to current paradigms.
We are on the threshold of a global systems shift, where artificial intelligence, automation, and
exponential technologies are disrupting economic, political, and social foundations. As Africa positions
itself as a key supplier of critical minerals essential to this transformation, it must ensure that the
economic models linked to these resources—and to the ecosystems they affect—are future-ready. The
digital biodiversity economy and critical minerals governance must be developed together, with
resilient, transparent financing and governance mechanisms capable of adapting to a rapidly
changing world.



Roundtable Africa’s Digital Biodiversity Economy: Rewarding Custodians, Regenerating Nature

09:15-11:15 (WAT)
Theme : Africa at the Threshold: Organizing for a Healthy Bioeconomy

Purpose To position Africa’s biodiversity as a pilot-ready, digitally verifiable, performance-
based public good that:

e Attracts new capital,

e Empowers custodians,

e And creates a bioeconomy that complements—not competes with—Africa’s mineral
wealth. "’

By David Wood, Wadappt .

Roundtable Guests :

e Ms Esther Netshivhongweni — BCA: Crediting systems, integrity, innovation

e Ms Pauline Nantongo - ECOTRUST/IAPB: Community models, FPIC, Africa voice 3.

e MrDidier Monteiro — CAFE: Agricultural/biodiversity interfaces

e MrKenneth Uiseb — MEFT Namibia: Policy & regulatory backbone

e MrRichard Diggle - CCFN: Pilot-ready conservation finance

e Mr Peter Scheren - WWF: Landscape-level thinking

e MsThérese Katungu - FCBN: Grassroots governance and Nile basin-wide coordination .
e Ms DongVianney -Women for Women DRC: Social equity, gender, communities

Roundtable 2. Digital Strategy to Support Critical Minerals Agreements

13:00 -15:00 (WAT) Keynote (s) ;

Mr Jean-Luc MUGOGWA KATSHELEWA , Deputy Coordinator of the Digital Development Agency of
the Presidency of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

An African pilot of a paradigm shift, leveraging blockchain and distributed ledger technologies (DLTs)
to establish verifiable trust across complex mineral supply chains while protecting sensitive commercial
data. A GBBC report.

By Mr Kayode Barbarinde, co-chair of the GBBC Working group on supply chain .

A public-permissioned blockchain designed for supply chain traceability, by Nathan Williams, CEO
MineSpider, a BC100+ Partner.

Roundtable Guests :
* Mr Pierre-Samuel Guedj, Président d’Affectio Mutandi
e Mr Ludovic Donati, EREMET, Director Digital & Raw Materials
e Mrl. ). Messner de Latour, IRMA, Initiative for Responsible Mining Assurance — Africa
¢ Ms Martina Matarazzo, Resource Matters .
* Ms Zenzi Natasha Awases, Association of Women in Mining in Africa



Concluding Roundtable: Digital Strategy to Support Governance for Peace and Prosperity

15:00-16:00 (WAT)

What Web 3 support strategy to African Governance for Peace and Prosperity?

By Mr Advit Nath, CPA, CA, LL.M

Founder and CEO | Sr. Advisor PrismiQ and BlueBridge Global | EY, KPMG & Catalyst Advisory GBBC
Ambassador. Jordan.

Impactful AI and the Sustainable Development Goals.
By H.E. Mr. Luc Missidimbazi, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Congo —

Brazzaville and President of the Fund for Universal Access and Service to Electronic Communications
(FASUCE).

Meeting conclusions :
*  Mr. Kayode Barbarinde, Africa Blockchain Institute
*  Mr Raymond Van Ermen, Dunia Bora Foundation — Europe.

Session 1. A Digital Biodiversity Economy in Africa This roundtable presents an actionable vision for
regenerating biodiversity as a public good—one that sustains local livelihoods and enables an
equitable, investable biodiversity economy across Africa.

A range of African and international stakeholders—including conservation organizations, digital
infrastructure innovators, and policy institutions—are working to build the foundations of a “digital
biodiversity economy.” This involves developing verifiable, outcome-based instruments that enable
capital to flow transparently and accountably to those who steward nature—public agencies, local
communities, and private landholders alike.

These approaches are not theoretical. Pilot-ready solutions are already underway in several African
landscapes—including in Namibia, South Africa, and elsewhere—demonstrating how regenerative
efforts can be measured, validated, and valued. The session will showcase these early models,
including “nature-positive certificates,” and explore how to align such mechanisms with broader
governance, trade, and climate resilience agendas.

In parallel, the session will examine linkages to Africa’s critical mineral strategies, asking how a
portion of the value from extractive sectors can be channeled into ecosystem regeneration and
community custodianship. This isn’t about offsets—it’s about building a just, forward-compatible
transition.

As artificial intelligence, automation, and geopolitical realignments reshape the global economy,
Africa has a unique opportunity to design governance models that are fit for the future—anchored in
nature, accountability, and shared prosperity.

Session 2. The Imperative for Trusted Supply Chains Global reliance on rare earth elements and
critical metals-essential for clean energy, defense systems, and advanced electronics-has exposed
systemic vulnerabilities: opaque sourcing, geopolitical manipulation, and rampant counterfeiting.




Traditional supply chain models, dependent on centralized databases or paper trails, fail to provide
the transparency, security, and multi-tier traceability required to mitigate these risks. The GBBC
advocates for a paradigm shift, leveraging blockchain and distributed ledger technologies (DLTs) to
establish verifiable trust across complex mineral supply chains while protecting sensitive commercial
data.

The African Pilot Digital Strategy would (a) establish a robust traceability framework that builds on
the United Nations' call for a "global traceability system for transition minerals," by jointly establishing
an Africa-Europe framework among trading partners, with technical support, to prevent social and
environmental harm throughout supply chains; (b) cover the entire transition minerals value chain and
its stakeholders, including in importing countries, monitoring revenue distribution while eliminating
illicit flows of resources and funds; (c) be integrated into fiscal operations to ensure that all minerals
are accounted for and taxes are collected appropriately; (d) be part of agreements with neighboring
countries to facilitate cross-border traceability, particularly for regionally processed minerals. The
round table would consider a digital strategy, "a driving force for strategic change and transformation
of economic, financial, social and cultural models", which could have the following components:

The roundtable would consider a digital strategy, "a driving force for strategic change and
transformation of economic, financial, social, and cultural models," which could include the following
components:

* Integrated digital corridor for strategic and critical minerals: development of an "Integral
Development & Value" approach designed to promote, in particular, local digital companies
with digital solutions that contribute to ensuring that maximum value remains in Africa for the
economic growth and socio-cultural development of local populations.

* Creation of a digital ecosystem for "Monitoring, Reporting, Verification, Accountability, and
Trust" intended to meet the expectations of governments, investors, rating agencies, and
companies (with mining or exploration permits) and ensure traceability and verification of
commitments made (critical minerals passport, taxation system), thus facilitating international
trade.

* Creation of an international forum and observatory on digital and strategic minerals that
would bring everyone around the table to have governance that leads to "stimulating
excellence" in the digital field in the service of peace and prosperity in Africa.

Session 3. Following the adoption of the Digital Transformation Strategy for Africa (2020-2030)
adopted in 2020 and the AU Data Policy Framework (approved in February 2022) , we request that by
2026 the AU establish a digital governance framework adapted to the "new geopolitical, commercial,
and technological reality" in sectors vital to peace and development in Africa: biodiversity and food
security on the one hand, critical minerals on the other.

They can also align with the work of UNDP regional hubs and country offices engaged in digital finance,
biodiversity governance, and inclusive development. Together, these partners can support the
development of a continental digital governance framework to be championed under Angola’s 2025 &
Burundi’s 2026 AU Presidencies. The roundtable will draw on the conclusions of Roundtables 1 and 2
and identify follow-up actions



